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Introduction
This policy outlines the teaching, organisation and management of history taught and learnt at Holy Trinity C of E Primary Academy and Nursery.
The policy has been drawn up as a result of staff discussion and its implementation is the responsibility of all teaching staff. The responsibility for monitoring and review rests with the history subject leader.
Our aims
- To establish an entitlement for all pupils. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]- To establish expectations for teachers of this subject. 
- To promote continuity and coherence across the school.
- To fire pupils' curiosity about the past in Britain and the wider world.
- To encourage thinking about how the past influences the present.
- To help students develop a chronological framework for their knowledge of significant events and people.
- To foster a sense of identity and an increased understanding of pupils' own position in their own community and the world.
- To develop a range of skills and abilities – particularly those related to finding out about the past, explaining what happened and what people then and now think about what happened. 
Through history we can also:
- Improve pupils' skills in literacy, numeracy and ICT.
- Develop pupils' thinking skills; promote pupils’ awareness and understanding of gender, cultural, spiritual and moral issues.
- Develop pupils as active citizens.
Entitlement 
History is a foundation subject in the National Curriculum. The fundamental knowledge, skills and understanding of the subject are set out in the National Curriculum programmes of study. All pupils are entitled to access the history curriculum at a level appropriate to their needs. 
Equal opportunities 
In line with our Equal Opportunities Policy we are committed to providing a teaching environment conducive to learning. Each child is valued, respected and challenged regardless of race, gender, religion, social background, culture or disability. 
Strategies for the teaching of history 
Units have been allocated to each year group to enable cross-curricular links and can be seen in the long-term plan. Learning and teaching in history will be in line with the school’s Teaching and Learning Policy, where provision is made for all learning styles. The mode of working in history is a mix of class teaching, cooperative groups and individual work. Groups are usually of mixed ability and are encouraged to communicate their findings in a variety of ways. Historical work is recognised in general display or in communicating the results of historical enquiry to the whole class. 
In learning history, pupils will:
- Use a range of sources such as people, the local environment, sites, photographs, portraits, artefacts, written materials, ICT based materials, data, TV / video extracts.
- Investigate significant issues about the past.
- Work in a variety of contexts – individually, in groups, as a whole class.
- Present their knowledge and understanding in a variety of ways such as through drama, art, models, various writing styles / genre, collage, timelines, sketches, maps.
- As they grow in confidence, begin to pose and investigate their own questions about the past.
Teaching and learning style 
History teaching focuses on enabling children to think as historians. We place an emphasis on examining historical artefacts and primary sources, and give children the opportunity to visit sites of historical significance. We encourage visitors to come into the school and talk about their experiences of events in the past. We recognise and value the importance of stories in history teaching, and we regard this as an important way of stimulating interest in the past. We focus on helping children understand that historical events can be interpreted in different ways, and that they should always ask searching questions (e.g. ‘How do we know?’) about information they are given.
We recognise that in all classes children have a wide range of ability in history, and we seek to provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this by:
- Setting tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses; setting tasks of increasing difficulty, some children not completing all tasks.
- Grouping children by ability in the room, and setting different tasks for each ability group.
- Providing resources of different complexity, depending on the ability of the child.
- Using teaching assistants to support children individually or in groups. 
Emphasis is placed on the development of skills and a historical perspective alongside factual knowledge. A variety of teaching approaches are used:
- Teacher presentations, role play, drama, storytelling. 
- Question and answer sessions, discussions and debates.
- Individual and group research. 
- Investigating artefacts and sources of evidence. 
- Fieldwork, and visits to museums and sites of historic interest. 
Promoting key skills through history 
Through our teaching of history, we provide opportunities for pupils to develop the key skills of:
- Communication, through reading and responding to a range of sources of information, when planning and carrying out historical enquiries, through taking part in discussions, and presenting findings in a variety of ways.
- Co-operation, through planning and carrying out historical enquiries that are classroom based or take place on a visit to a museum, gallery or site. 
- Improving their own learning and performance, through reviewing their work at regular intervals and assessing their achievement.
- Problem-solving, through finding out about the past by investigating a specific question or issue, deciding what information they need to know, identifying relevant sources of information and discussing their conclusions. 
- Thinking skills, through work on processing and evaluating information, describing and explaining events and actions, and carrying out investigations of past events.
- Financial capability, through developing pupils’ understanding of the economic factors that affect people in different classes of society and of the impact of economic and technological development on societies at different times in the past. 
- Education for sustainable development, through developing pupils’ skills of enquiry, critical thinking and communication, and knowledge and understanding of how past actions, choices and values may have an impact on future societies, economies and environments.
In learning history, pupils will:
- Use a range of sources such as people, the local environment, sites, photographs, portraits, artefacts, written materials, ICT based materials, data, TV / video extracts.
- Investigate significant issues about the past.
- Work in a variety of contexts – individually, in groups, as a whole class.
- Present their knowledge and understanding in a variety of ways such as through drama, art, models, various writing styles / genre, collage, timelines, sketches, maps.
- As they grow in confidence, begin to pose and investigate their own questions about the past.
When teaching history, we:
- Always explain what we want pupils to know, understand and be able to do through the history they are about to do.
- Often use a key question to direct pupils' thinking / enquiry about the past.
- Vary the resources and activities to ensure that each pupil can be effective in finding out about and trying to explain the past.
- Use starters, plenaries and sticky knowledge quizzes to ensure that students fully understand what they are learning, how they learn and how well they are progressing.



Assessment
Teachers make ongoing, informal assessments in History, using observations of children working. Attainment target level descriptors from the National Curriculum help give an overview of the ongoing achievements of the children in the subject. Teachers are to record and report to the History subject leader those children working above and below of age related expectation. Areas for development are also identified and used to plan future work.  Teachers and pupils both need to know what has been learned, and how learning and understanding has progressed. This will be monitored by pupil and staff voice, book monitoring and regular CPD.  
Monitoring and evaluation 
To monitor and evaluate history, the subject leader: 
- Supports teachers via co-planning, INSET, sharing good practice, giving feedback etc.
-  Reviews the subject at the end of year through data analysis, auditing, planning, and noting evidence of history teaching throughout the school. 
- Reviews resource provision.
- Works co-operatively with the SENCo.
Inclusion 

At Holy Trinity we plan to provide for all pupils to achieve, including boys and girls, higher achieving pupils, gifted and talented pupils, those with SEN, pupils with disabilities, pupils from all social and cultural backgrounds, LAC, children who are in care and those subject to safeguarding, pupils from different ethnic groups and those from diverse linguistic backgrounds. 

British Values/SMSC 

At Holy Trinity children will learn how to accept and engage with the fundamental British Values of Democracy, the rule of law, right and wrong, fair play, individual liberty and the mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs. Pupils will develop the ability to reflect on their own beliefs and develop a sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about themselves, others and the world around them. Their spiritual development will be shown by their use of imagination and creativity in their learning and through a willingness to reflect on their experiences. Pupils will develop and demonstrate skills and attitudes that will allow them to participate fully in and contribute positively to life in Modern Britain.  

Vulnerability to radicalisation or extreme view points 

The school recognises its duty to protect our students from indoctrination into any form of extreme ideology which may lead to the harm of self or others.  This is particularly important because of the open access to electronic information through the internet.  The school aims to safeguard young people through educating them on the appropriate use of social media and the dangers of downloading and sharing inappropriate material which is illegal under the Counter-Terrorism Act. 
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