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The Gruffalo
Facial expressions: Go through the story and ask the children to re-enact the expressions that they think the animals would have at various points i.e. when the mouse meets the owl for the first time or when the fox sees the mouse with the Gruffalo. You can ask the children to cover their faces and then count to three before you all reveal your expressions.
Draw the Gruffalo: During the story the Gruffalo is described in six different ways: his knobbly knees, his poisonous snout, his sharp fangs, his outward turning toes, his vicious claws and his dangerous spines. First of all, see how many of these features the children can remember, then ask the children to draw their version of the Gruffalo.
Memory game: See if the children can identify the different animals in the story. There was the little brown mouse, the cunning fox, the slithering snake, the ferocious owl and the Gruffalo.
Meet the characters: For this exercise you are going to pretend to be the different characters in the book and the children are going to try and guess who you are. Explain to the children that you are going to put on a different item of clothing to represent each animal (like a baseball cap for the woodpecker), but don’t tell them what the animal is. The children now have to ask questions to try and work out who you are, about where the animal lives and what it eats etc. This activity doesn’t involve lots of acting on your part, just speak to the children from the perspective of the animal, you don’t have to become it!
Being brave: The Mouse is very brave throughout the book. Talk about what makes you feel brave. When might you need to be brave? What is the opposite of brave? 
Habitats: Talk about the animals in the woods. Where do these animals live? As the mouse walks through the woods, where does he find each of the animals? Why has the animal set up their house there? The owl, why does it live in a tree? Can you draw pictures of the animals in their habitats?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Purple Mash: Use Purple Mash to create a painting of the Gruffalo. Try and remember all of the important details!
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