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Hawkstone
Welcome to the second half of the Autumn Term! We hope that you had a great break and are excited to be back in school. Our new topic to welcome you back is called ‘Alchemy Island’. It’s time to suspend your disbelief and open your mind. We’re going on a magical journey to Alchemy Island. Can you find the gold hidden deep within the island’s mysterious landscape? The only way is to study the map, unravel the riddle and begin your adventure. On the way, you must do all you can to learn about gold and master the ancient art of alchemy. Be creative and try to impress the island’s team of ace alchemists. Will they praise your scientific expertise? What if there were a board game version of Alchemy Island? Could you compose a stunning soundtrack to bring this mysterious landscape to life? You’ve got your map, coordinates and everything else you need to make your way across Alchemy Island. Don’t forget to pack your imagination. Got your suitcase ready? Then let the journey begin. Our class book is ‘The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe’.

We’ll examine maps, using co-ordinates and keys to plot routes. We will group samples by characteristics, such as state, transparency, hardness, electrical conductivity, thermal conductivity and magnetism. Using our scientific investigation skills we’ll explore separating mixtures. We’ll also design electrical circuits. We’ll go panning for gems and stones and discover a fountain of gold! Both the topic and our class book will inspire us to write fantasy stories based on finding a portal, focusing on writing exciting setting descriptions. We’ll write non-chronological reports based on our search for gold. It will be great fun to make chocolate Christmas treats using edible gold. At the end of the unit we will create our very own board games based on Alchemy Island to play together in school.
Help your child prepare with home learning projects

Find out if your family owns any objects that contain gold or another precious metal or gemstone. Write a fact sheet about the properties and common uses of one or more of these precious elements. Find out about the work of an alchemist and write a non-chronological report, including facts, diagrams and illustrations. Make a list of foods that change state when heated or cooled, such as eggs, water, butter and chocolate. Plan and make a dish for your family that includes foods from your list. Look at the periodic table. Can you learn the atomic numbers and symbols for different metals, such as lead, copper, silver, zinc, iron and platinum? Find out about the life and works of famous chemists in history. Write a short biography of a chemist who sparks your interest, such as Marie Curie or Robert Boyle. Research popular children’s stories that feature portals into other worlds. Draw a picture of your favourite portal from one of the stories and surround it with descriptive phrases. Find the words to the Song of the Witches from Macbeth. See if you can learn it off by heart and make a recording. Finish your home learning by writing a summary of the topic, explaining what you have learned about alchemy, precious metals and changes of state. 
Complete as many or as few of the home learning activities as you like. They are not compulsory but are a great way for you to be involved in your child’s learning. We would love to see what you have been working on.

Whilst in Hawkstone, your child is expected to read at least four times a week for at least five minutes each time. They must write in their Reading Record explaining what they have read. Comments such as:
‘I have read 3 pages of Horrid Henry tonight. Henry was really mean to Peter, again. I think he is going to get into trouble with his parents.’
‘I read from page 3-9 today of Horrid Henry. Henry played a trick on his teacher, he is very brave!’
‘I really enjoyed reading Horrid Henry because I love reading about the mischief Henry gets up to.’
‘I predict that Henry is going to get into even more trouble by playing tricks on his friends.’ Alternatively, an adult who has listened to them read can write a comment about how they have read.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Reading, Spellings and homework will be sent home on a Friday and will be expected to be handed back in on a Friday. All children will have time to complete any Accelerated Reading quizzes, change books, complete times tables and spelling tests in school on the Friday. Your child will have the opportunity to have PE at least once a week. Therefore, we ask all children to come to school wearing their PE kits on a PE day – in weather suitable clothes. Children will not be getting changed for PE in school. This half term Hawkstone’s PE will be on a Tuesday.

As a school, our learning takes place through Christian Values. This term we are looking at Love and Service. If you see your child, or any member of the Holy Trinity community displaying any of our core values, we’d love to hear about it. We will be awarding children who go above and beyond to show these values a special award at the end of each term.

If you have any questions or concerns about any of the above, please do not hesitate to ask.
Many thanks,
Mrs Holmes and Miss Salter
[image: ][image: P:\Parents\Pictures\Logos\Diocesan_logo.jpg]We are a Christian school where we value one another, want the best for everyone, work hard and enjoy the journey.
Deo Fretus – Trust In God
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