How do we prepare children for Phonics teaching before they join Reception?
At Holy Trinity C of E Nursery, we ‘talk-a-lot’, ‘read-a-lot’ and ‘sing-a-lot’!
[bookmark: _GoBack]We aim to provide our Nursery children with the knowledge, skills, understanding and attitudes they will need to successfully begin their Phonics lessons as they transition into the Reception class.
Children need to learn to discriminate (hear) different sounds and to develop a love of language and reading. We ensure that children have lots of opportunities to hear stories, nursery rhymes, poems and songs. Children retell, perform and chant rhymes, stories and songs becoming more familiar with the patterns and rhymes with each repetition.
Reading to children is the best way of encouraging a love of books and reading, this is why there are at least 2 story times every day in our Nursery and our environment is designed to provide lots of opportunity to promote different texts and enhance language development.
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Our Nursery staff have completed Read, Write Inc. training for Nursery children. We begin to teach the silent Read Write Inc. signals used throughout the school to our Nursery children as soon as they begin in Nursery. ‘Fred the Frog’ who ‘sound talks’ words like c-a-t is introduced so that children begin to develop their phonological sense early.
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We carefully plan and use a range of vocabulary, rhymes and songs during adult led activities.
In the term before they enter Reception we begin to teach children to read and write single letter sounds.
We sound out words orally e.g. d-o-g or s-t-o-p.
When the children are ready we teach the following (speed) sounds:
m a s d t I n p g o c k u b f e l h r j v y w z x
and six two-letter sounds: sh th chq u ng nk – these are called ‘Special friends.
Phonics sessions are no longer than 15 minutes and follow the RWI Blueprint lesson plan:
· Say the sound
· Read the sound
· Reviews the sounds
· Air-write the letter
· Fred talk (oral)
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