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Hawkstone Newsletter Spring 1

Welcome back after the Christmas holidays. I hope you had a great break and the children have returned with smiling faces, eager to be at school! We had a fantastic first term. There were so many highlights, throughout Autumn topped off with a whole school Church Service. We have seen such a positive attitude to learning from all. The children had a lovely Christmas party that was made very special with the arrival of Father Christmas. We hope the children have enjoyed their presents and time spent with family and have now settled down to some regular routines.

In Hawkstone class, this half term, our class text is ‘Arthur and the golden rope’ by author Joe Todd-Stanton. A quick summary of the book: Arthur decides to make the journey to the great hall and help Thor catch the wicked Fenrir. There, he is set the almost impossible task of sourcing magical elements to make a Golden Rope. In an exciting battle, it seems as if all is lost, until Arthur proves that even a small boy can be the most unlikely of heroes. This book is linked to our English unit where we will be writing our own myth story.

In Maths, we will be focusing on Multiplication and Division. Where we will be revisiting times tables and strategies to help us with our quick recall and ways to divide. At the beginning of each new half term we always recap on prior knowledge from previous units. Year 4 will also be taking part in the multiplication test in June, this is a government test where we will be taking baselines for times tables to be able to support the children. Therefore, you will be hearing lots more about this, where your child is at and how we can support them further. 
In Science, we will be focusing: Year 4 Animals including humans and Year 5 Forces.  Along with English and Maths, Science remains one of the main core subjects in primary school. It can be one of the most exciting and practical subjects. We are looking forward to our Geography unit where we will be learning about The Grand Canyon, this unit will challenge the children with map work, new vocabulary such as longitude and latitude and how it was form, settlements and human and physical features.
In RE this half term, our focus across the school is one of our other faiths Islam, we will be learning more about a Mosque.
In PE we will be looking at Football and Gymnastics.  Our ART unit this half term will start with a study on artist Marcus Coates and then we will be exploring (with a range of materials such as ink and clay) drawing and making our own nests.
As a whole school we have been learning about growth mind-set and promoting a positive mind-set, celebrating all achievements across the school – see school website for more information .
Whilst in Hawkstone, we expect your child to read at least 5 times a week, with their reading book and record being returned daily in preparation for a new reading book.  Please can you write a comment about how they have read.  Each Year group follows a set spellings and they will be given new spellings on a Monday and tested every other week. Your child will have the opportunity to have PE twice a week. Our set days are Wednesday and Thursday but due to the weather this might change. We ask for all children to keep their PE kits in school and they will be sent home at the end of the half term.

[bookmark: _GoBack]As a church school, our learning takes place through Christian Values. This term we are looking at Perseverance. The children will be looking at how this value links to our learning and how they can display our value in their everyday lives.   If you see your child, or any member of the Holy Trinity community displaying any of our core values, we’d love to hear about it. We will be awarding children who go above and beyond to show our values a special award at the end of each term.  If you have any questions or concerns about any of the above, please do not hesitate to ask.

Many thanks,
Miss Hutson
We are a Christian school where we value one another, want the best for everyone, work hard and enjoy the journey.
Deo Fretus – Trust In God
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