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Welcome back to our final term of the year – where has the year gone? Reflecting on where we started in September, it is clear to see the children’s progression both academically and in maturity too. It has been a wonderful year, and I really look forward to seeing this continue into our last term.

In Ercall class, this half term, our class text is ‘Ziraffa Giraffa’ by Dianna Hofmeyr and we will also be reading class novel ‘The White Fox‘ by Jackie Morris. Our class text is linked to our English unit, where we will be writing a persuasive guide for visiting Ziraffa at the Jardin de Plantes in Paris. “This is the astonishing true story of Zeraffa, a giraffe who was sent as a gift from Egypt to France in 1826. A young boy, Atir, takes care of Zeraffa on her epic journey and the sailors sing songs as she gazes down at them. In France, Atir leads her through the countryside, and thousands of people marvel at Zeraffa. Paris falls in love with Zeraffa. The King builds her a special house in the Jardin des Plantes. On warm nights, the young princess visits, while Atir whispers stories to Zeraffa of a hot land far away. The amazing story by an award-winning author of a giraffe’ s extraordinary voyage from Africa to Paris.”
In Maths, we will be finishing our fractions unit before moving on. Year 3 specifically will move on to mass and money, and will be learning how to measure in grams and kilograms, subtracting and adding mass, comparing mass, measuring capacity and volume in litres and millilitres, subtracting and adding capacity and volume, comparing capacity and volume, before converting pounds and pence, adding and subtracting money and finding change. In Year 4, we will be looking at money ad decimals, exploring writing money using decimals, converting pounds and pence, estimating, calculating and solving problems with money before moving onto understanding tenths and hundredths as fractions, decimals and number lines and placing them on on a place value chart, dividing a 1 and 2 digit number by 10, making a whole with tenths and hundredths, partitioning decimals, comparing and ordering decimals, and rounding to the nearest whole number. We will also be focusing on our multiplication fluency by practising soundcheck on TTRockstars to help support the multiplication check at the start of term.   
In Science, Year 3 will be focusing on rocks and  whilst Year 4 will begin their   states of matter    unit. Year 3’s unit will involve comparing and grouping together different kinds of rocks on the basis of their appearance and simple physical properties , describing in simple terms how fossils are formed when things that have lived are trapped within rock, recognizing that soils are made from rocks and organic matter..  The Year 4’s will compare and group materials together, according to whether they are solids, liquids or gases, observe that some materials change state when they are heated or cooled, and measure or research the temperature at which this happens in degrees Celsius (°C), identify the part played by evaporation and condensation in the water cycle and associate the rate of evaporation with temperature.  Along with English and maths, science remains one of the main core subjects in primary school. It can be one of the most exciting and practical subjects. 
We are looking forward to our history unit where we will be learning about the railway revolution, linking this to a local study as we progress . In RE we are focusing Judaism and answering the question ‘What can we learn from a synagogue?’ In PE we will be practising Kwik Cricket, in addition to  continuing our swimming. Our DT unit this half term is focusing on textiles, learning how to make a sunglasses case. PSHE will involve looking at how to seek appropriate advice, help and support to support mental well-being in Year 4, and what keeps us safe in Year 3. Our computing unit this term is events and actions. In French, we will be learning ice cream flavours and how to discuss the weather. For music, we will be focusing on reflecting, reviewing and rewinding which offers an opportunity to compare the music we have learnt over the year and improvise using instruments.

Whilst in Ercall, we expect your child to read at least 3 times a week, with their reading book and record being returned daily in preparation for a new reading book.  Please can you write a comment about how they have read.  Each Year group follows set spellings and new spellings will be given out on a Monday and tested every other week. Please remember that homework will be sent home every Friday, if the children are having any difficulty with this please dojo me. Your child will have the opportunity to take part in PE twice a week, on a Tuesday and Wednesday. We ask for all children to keep their PE kits in school as these days can be subject to change, and they will be sent home at the end of the half term. Please ensure a swimming costume/shorts, goggles and a towel are sent in for swimming on Tuesdays.  At the start of term, Year 4 children will be taking the national multiplication test. If you have any questions regarding this, please do dojo or speak to me. In order to help prepare the children for this, we recommend practising soundcheck on TTRockstars 3-4 a week until children are getting 20-25 marks each time.

As a church school, our learning takes place through Christian Values. This term we are looking at truthfulness The children will be looking at how this value links to our learning and how they can display our value in their everyday lives.   If you see your child, or any member of the Holy Trinity community displaying any of our core values, we’d love to hear about it. We will be awarding children who go above and beyond to show our values a special award at the end of each term.  If you have any questions or concerns about any of the above, please do not hesitate to ask.

We look forward to our final term ahead and if you have questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to ask,

Miss Roberts and Miss Salter
We are a Christian school where we value one another, want the best for everyone, work hard and enjoy the journey.
Deo Fretus – Trust In God
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