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Welcome to Ercall class!  A big welcome back to you all as we return for another exciting year. The children are all looking very mature and smart in their uniforms and have settled in fabulously. It is easy to feel a little sad when summer is gone, but returning to school is a reason for celebration because it we are ready to learn more! 

In Ercall class, this half term, our class text is ‘Gorilla’ by Anthony Browne. This aim for this unit is to write a narrative based off this story. “Hannah loves gorillas but has never seen one. Her father's too busy to take her to the zoo – or for anything else come to that. For her birthday, Hannah asks her father for a gorilla – but is disappointed when she discovers that the gorilla she's got is just a toy one. But then something extraordinary happens ... the toy turns into a real gorilla, who puts on her father's hat and coat and takes her off for a magical visit to the zoo.” We also have a class story time book, ‘Ape’ by Martin Jenkins.

In Maths, we will be focusing on place value, addition and subtraction, multiplication and division. Year 3 will be focusing on how to Represent numbers to 1000, partition numbers to 1000, number line to 1000, compare and order numbers to 1000, use arrays, multiples of 2, 5 and 10, sharing and grouping, multiple and divide by 3, multiply and divide by 4 multiply and divide by the 2,4 and 8 times tables, add  and subtract 1s across 10, add and subtract 10s across 100, to recognise the place value of each digit in a three-digit number, partition numbers to 100, number line to 100, hundreds, hundred, tens and ones. In Year 4 we wil be focusing on how to recognise the place value of each digit in a four-digit number (thousands, hundreds, tens, and ones), partition numbers to 1000, number line to 1000, thousands, to add and subtract numbers with up to four digits using the efficient written methods of columnar addition and subtraction numbers to 10000, partition numbers to 10000, number line to 10000, compare and order numbers to 1000, multiply and divide by times tables to 12.
In Science, we will be starting our state of states of matter unit,  grouping materials together, according to whether they are solids, liquids or gases, observing that some materials change state when they are heated or cooled, measuring or researching the temperature at which this happens in degrees Celsius (°C), and indentifying the part played by evaporation and condensation in the water cycle and associate the rate of evaporation with temperature. Along with English and maths, science remains one of the main core subjects in primary school. It can be one of the most exciting and practical subjects. 
In RE our big question is ‘What do Christians learn from the creation story?’, where we will be looking at how God created the world. In PE we will be looking at developing flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance in multi skills. We will also be learning how to play tag rugby and developing our skillset for this.  Our Art unit this half term is exploring still life. PSHE & RSE lessons will focus on answering the question of ‘How do we treat each other with respect?’ As we begin our French lessons we will focus on introducing ourself, learning numbers 1-10 and different colours. In our computing lessons we will begin to learn about how computers are connected, exploring the connections across the world wide web. Music this term will be learning to play the glockenspiels to Mamma Mia by ABBA. We are looking forward to our Geography unit, locating countries in Europe, learning about their features and capital cities.
Whilst in Ercall, we expect your child to read at least 3 times a week, with their reading book and record being returned daily in preparation for a new reading book.  Please can you write a comment about how they have read.  They will be given new spellings on a Monday and tested every other week. Your child will have the opportunity to have PE twice a week. Our set days are Monday and Wednesday. We ask for all children to keep their PE kits in school and they will be sent home at the end of the half term. Homework is given out each Friday and should be returned the following Friday. If homework is not finished, it will need to be completed during golden time. Please also ensure children are practicing their soundcheck on TTRockstars as this will help them to prepare for the national multiplication check in Year 4.

As a church school, our learning takes place through Christian Values. Our core value is hope, but we will also look at community, dignity, joy, peace and wisdom. The children will be looking at how these values link into our learning and how they can display our value in their everyday lives.  If you see your child, or any member of the Holy Trinity community displaying any of our core values, we’d love to hear about it. We will be awarding children who go above and beyond to show our values a special award at the end of each term.  If you have any questions or concerns about any of the above, please do not hesitate to ask.

We look forward to the new year ahead and if you have questions or concerns please do not hesitate to ask.

Miss Roberts and Miss Salter
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