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Stiperstones Newsletter: Spring 2

Welcome to our Spring Term 2; we are looking forward to the weeks ahead and the Year 6 children are certainly getting ready and working hard towards SATS in May.  We have recently split the children into year 5 and 6 groups as we prepare for SATs, concentrating on the skills that are necessary. 
In Year 6, this half term, we will be focusing on a book called When War Came by Nicola Davis. This is a powerful and necessary picture book and tells the story of a child forced to become a refugee when war destroys everything she has ever known. She journeys to a safer place but on arrival at a school, she is turned away. A group of determined and caring children change the girl’s future. During this unit, the children will be concentrating on:  use passive verbs, a variety of verb forms used correctly and consistently including the progressive and the present perfect forms, use a wider range of devices to build cohesion, use organisational and presentational devices to structure text. Finally, use colons to mark boundaries between independent clauses. 
Year 5 will be focussing on a book called the Darkest Dark. This is a story of a boy who faced his fears and went on to reach for the stars. Some of the mastery skills that year 5 will be looking at include: Use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information concisely Use modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of possibility Use relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, whose, that or an omitted relative pronoun Use device to build cohesion within a paragraph Link idea across paragraphs using adverbials of time, place and number Link ideas using tense choices.
In Maths, we will be concentrating on: Fractions, Decimals and Percentages units, learning how to, subtract, multiply and divide as well as looking at the interrelationship between all three concepts. 
Animals and their Habitats is the focus of this term’s Science Topic as well as looking closely at describing how living things are classified into broad groups according to common observable characteristics and based on similarities and differences, including micro-organisms, plants and animals
We have already made a good start to our Saxons and Viking topics and will be looking closely at the effect of the Viking invasions.
In RE we will looking at the topic of Salvation and investigating answers to the question: What difference does the resurrection make for Christians?
In PE we will be engaging in Mindful Stretching as well as Multi skills with Neil.  In Music, we will be looking at the music written by Carol King 
In DT this term, we are learning about the significance of Hot Cross Buns and why we eat them at Easter. We will then be making them and we are also going to make extra to take to our local Old People’s Home.
During our lessons in ICT, the children will be inputting data and information.

Whilst in Haughmond, we expect your child to read at least 5 times a week, with their book and Reading Record being returned every day. It is so important that this regular reading is taking place in the lead up to SATs.  Spellings will also be tested weekly, given out on a Monday and tested on a Monday.  Your child will have the opportunity to have PE twice a week. Our set days are a Tuesday and Friday, but due to the weather this might change. We ask for all children to keep their PE kits in school and they will be sent home at the end of the half term.

As a church school, our learning takes place through Christian Values. The children will be looking at how this value links to our learning and how they can display our value in their everyday lives.  If you see your child, or any member of the Holy Trinity community displaying any of our core values, we’d love to hear about it. We will be awarding children who go above and beyond to show our values a special award at the end of each term.  If you have any questions or concerns about any of the above, please do not hesitate to ask.

Many thanks
[bookmark: _GoBack]Miss Scoltock 




School Motto: Hope for ourselves, others and the world
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