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Newsletter Autumn 1

Welcome to the new school year.
A warm welcome to all of you in Hawkstone Class as we embark on an exciting year together. We have a lot of exciting lessons, trips, and activities planned to enhance the curriculum and the learning this year. We are thrilled to see everyone looking so smart in their uniforms and settling into the class so well. It's wonderful to see how eager everyone is to learn! 

In Hawkstone Class this half term, our Englsih lessons will consist around our class text called ‘Seal Surfer’ written by Micheal Foreman. Seal Surfer by Michael Foreman is a story about a young boy who develops a special friendship with a seal after witnessing its birth. The book explores themes of life, death, birth, and the joy of spending time with animals and in nature. The aim for this unit is to write a letter from the boy to his grandad telling him about the events he has missed.

In Maths, we have a spiral curriculum where we will be focusing on place value, addition and subtraction, multiplication and division. We will be focusing on how to represent numbers up to 1,000, partition numbers up to 1,000, number line up to 1,000 adding and subtracting up to 4 digit numbers with exchange. Year 4 children will be learning all their times tables to 12.

This term Hawkstone’s PE days are Tuesday and Friday and this half term we are learning more about Multi-skills and Football which is taught by an external company. As part of our PSHE studies, we will be focusing on friendships and in RE the unit this half term is ‘What is it like to follow God?’ Our Geography theme is the local area where we will be learning more about Oswestry with a trip around the local area – TBC. In Art, we will be looking at the works of Romare Bearden and studying a unit on colour and shape. In science this half term, we will be investigating forces and magnets where lots if our lessons will be practical. 

We have introduced a new reading scheme ‘pathways to read’ where children will take part in daily reading session/activities based around the book, ‘A World Full of Animal Stories 50 Folktales and Legends’. In music, our unit is from Charanga called ‘Let your spirit fly’. The French unit will be ‘A new start’, learning greetings, farewells and having a conversation with each other. Our spelling scheme is Read Write Inc and children will have daily activities based around their spellings and rules.

Whilst in Hawkstone, we expect your child to read at least 4 times a week for at least 10 minutes each session. Please ensure their reading book and records are returned daily in preparation for a new reading book and class led reading. We encourage reading for pleasure and allow children to bring a book of their choice in from home on a Friday. When listening to your child read, please can you write a comment about how they have read and sign. Homework is given out on a Friday and should be returned the following Friday.  Homework for example may be additional Maths, English, Spellings or Grammar, Science or research based. Please also ensure children are practicing their times tables as often as possible, they have individual logins to TTRS: https://ttrockstars.com/  and some chidren will have log ins for IDL: https://idlsgroup.com/. All login details will be in a homework book. 

As a church school, our learning takes place through Christian Values. Our core value is Hope, but we will also look at community, dignity, joy, peace and wisdom over the year through our daily worship. The children will be exploring how these values are lived out in our learning and how they can display our values in their everyday lives. This year we will be visiting out link nursing home where children in KS2 will get the opportunity to visit. 

If you see your child, or any member of the Holy Trinity community displaying any of our core values, we’d love to hear about it.  If you have any questions or concerns about any of the above, please do not hesitate to ask.

We look forward to the new year ahead and if you have questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact me through Class Dojo. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
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